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must be broken off before the Cortes met on July ao, otherwise the enemy would be Spain not Prussia, and while France was occupied in punishing the innocent, the guilty party would go off with the loot. A Council was held at St Cloud on July 6 to consider the whole situation and to frame a plan of action,, M. Ollivier, exhibiting a curious misunderstanding of the state of Europe, argued for a Russian alliance, Gramont, speaking from closer knowledge, urged a treaty with the Austnans, finally the Emperor for the first time divulged his secret negotiations with the courts of Vienna and Florence. As he read out the autograph letteis which had passed between the three crowned heads, it must have been plairi to every one that the withdrawal of the French garrison from Rome was the true crux of the problem of alliances. But no question was more delicate than the maintenance of the temporal power of the Pope; and not a voice was raised to propose its discussion The Council pioceeded to debate the terms of a declaration to be made to the Chambers. The plan of such a manifesto had sprung up in M. Ollivier's brain and receives no little commendation from his pen. Gramont had drafted a paper which was both hot and strong, and M. Ollivier made it hotter and stronger. Then it was read out to the enthusiastic plaudits of the Legislature. The war fever caught hold of the city. In the Chambers and the press it was loudly proclaimed that Piussia had thrown down the glove and that France must take it up. Five days passed of anxious negotiation and heated polemic. Then late in the evening of July n an unofficial telegram reached Pans that Prince Anthony of Hohenzollern had been induced to renounce the Spanish throne in the name of his son. When the news was spread abroad in the following afternoon, a feeling passed over Europe that the crisis was surmounted. The King of Italy returned to his mountains to hunt; his ambassadoi in Paris congratulated Napoleon on a 'great moral victory', and Macmahon was ordered to suspend the embarkation of the African troops*. 'Oui, c'est la paix/ said the Emperor, and in many quarters it was held that it was peace with honour, Guizot said that he could never lemember a greater